
Durch Mills is dlC I.ih~rry Baptist Church. In 1883, 

ing through l-fenn'lllsburg, lat~r named [)1ltch Milk 

. sannuary there roday. And travelers along 1-1 ighway 59 
'<tied by Ihe pastoral he:lIIty of this church on (he hill. 

from two Chli rches. Fi I'SI was the Vine}'ard Baptist 
miles from Dutch Mills, BeclIlse of theological and 

,jrhdn:w and f(mJleJ Liberty Baplist Church. Members 

'1' Helds, Mary Douthit, Tbomas Kimbrough, Maggie 

·la 1-:. Greer, EHk E. Grceg, OSGll Bryant. G.T. 

man, F G. Ki rn hrough, Jen ny Sear, Sarah C; risham, 

~arah McCarty. Margaret Hodges. J,~!. Greer, Mary F.. 

ryan t and E,lla BIyam. 

, Bryanr, Douthir, Fidds, (;rea, Crisham, Holman, 

bro ugh. ciaughter of' [homas KimhrOl Igh, gave the 

y the Kimbrough, McCarty, English, Seay. Holland, 
luding P<:,ter Luginhucl, helped build the church while 
he chllrch WclS orga n i{cd as a member of the Southcrn 

·tate and foreign missions. 

ono: a momh, rVlembcrs would meet [he pastor at 'the 

owship. The building was also us(~d as a puhlic school 

1 I hc 1')20s scci ng ;j greaI incre;l sc. Later, Women's 

~,Ild Brotherhood was 'Idded. Jill ()4R, swell' courses 

ivilks - (;A for girls anJ Royal Ambass;Klors for hoys. 

J\dd idons to the 

building over the 

years have included 

five classrooms in 

1948. The sanctuary 

has been remodeled 

many times with 

ce/lter posts removed 

and walh and ceilings 

rdi.lfbished. III 19')0, 
Through til{' yet1TS, additiow htll'(~ been made til tlu: chllrrh. tht: pastor's home was 

purchased, four more 

cLtssrooms were ;Hided. tbe kitcllCll wa'\" moderni7.ed cl1ld a pastor's 'lully was added. lvlore redecora­

tion happened in 1968. Plans for building a new parsonage wne made and a contractOr hired. As 
usual, llluch of the work was done hy the ma ny talcnred reop Ie of the congregati 0 n. The hu iIdillg 
was complered in 1')')4 aud the debt was paid off in three years. Renovation, including ne\v pews was 

done in 1998 and a new haptistery wa.\ installed. 

Along the way. a van ministry Legan and the church began having children's church. Vans al"<: 

llsed on Sunday mornings and \\(/'edne.lday evenings. There are men's and women's Bible studies on 

Sunday evenings. On Wednesday evenings, TEAMKJD is avaibh1c for children. 

Some of the d~acons during these years have been Bill Keen, Billy Pinkerton and Nod Westin, 

all deceased; Edward grogdon, .lody Cheatham, Roger EwrsoJl, Vernon Hale, Johnny !.ofLo11 and 

Danny Pinkerton. 1\ Vision Committee was formed to plan tIll' every a.~peC[ of ministries o[ tlw 

church. such as ti.lture growth, services, ere. It covers all areas of lhe church. Elecred members arc 

Leta Mae Allred, Rick Ball, Ed Brogdon, Jody Cheatham. Tammy Hale, Vernon Hale, Johnny 

l.ofloll, Dallll}' PinkerrOIl, Doug Secrist, Angie Smith, Har,y Swain and Joan Van (;orp. 

In an ag(' of dwindling attendance [or many rural chmches, Liberty Baptist Church is thriving. 

The church serves people throughour the area. for most services, rhe church is fillet! tu its capacity 

of 144. Members are husy raising mOllcy Ill!" a major expansion, planning lO double scati!lg in rhe 

sanctuary ;md add more classroom space. 

J11 ~ovembcr, /Il~mhcrs celehrated 125 years of hislOry with ,lll eight-day r~vival with past ;md present p;1Slors reflecling 

Oil where the church has beel) and where its going. Mary Lllen Brogdon, chairwoman of the Celehration )25, grey.,' \II' in the 

church in the 1940s and 50s, Her ~lmily included the Lllginbuds and Kimbroughs and had ulntinuou.\ membetship in the 

church since its bcgilllling. 
Thc cll u'rch has heen fOTl u11ate to be 

pan of a cOlllmunity through the years 

with gra'n milk gentral swreS, a post 

office and gas starions. Along \vith nom 

and griSl mills there were sawmills and 

blao;;b mi th shops. In the ea rly 1920s, a 

canning factOly was built and powered by 
a generator. !vfany local ptoplc worked 
a, the canning [actory until it closed in 

195 I. Dutch Mills ""'as [orlllll,lle to have 

several r~sidellt doctors throllgholl! the 

years. All thL, b gone bllt the church is still 

there. Jel"ly MaLildiil is the pascor. TilL, 
church has a wonderful history of working 

together and rhe "Church on the Hill" will 

continue to he a oeauJIl to allthOlt corne 

thal way, 
(Et/itor:, Note: Clmrch !JistUly.froJr! j\1ary 

Ellen Brogdon (lnd ,11111)' j,me B'yfll1.) InterIor /liew oftile san(/UfIly. 
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